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VISION 
 

‘24 hour City that looked and felt like Melbourne’ 
 
 

1985 Strategy Plan 
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A CITY OF CHOICES 
 
No. Food / Beverage Establishments 
Central City, Docklands and Southbank 
1982-2012 

1982             1992           2002                 2012 

604         722     1,117      1,978 



A CITY OF CHOICES 
 
No. Retail Establishments 
Central City, Docklands and Southbank 
1982-2012 

1982                1992             2002                           2012 

1,906                   1,566          1,691      2,423 



§ 3311 per cent increase in apartments 
between 1982 and 2002; 

§ 830 per cent more residents 1992-
2002; 

§ 71 percent more public space on 
streets and in squares between 1994 
and 2004; 

§ 62 per cent more students in the CDB 
1993-2004; 

§ 275 per cent more cafes and 
restaurants 1993-2004; 

§ pedestrian traffic has nearly doubled In 
the Bourke Street Mall between 1993 
and 2004 from 43,000 people per day 
to 81,000;  

 
 § the Bourke Street Mall (81,000 daily)  and Swanston St (60,500 daily) now both carry 

more pedestrians than London’s Regent Street (55,000 daily); and  
§ night time pedestrian traffic has increased 98 per cent between 1993 and 2004 

reflecting the growth of bars and café’s and a safer, more welcoming environment. 



The Age Newspaper 

16 June, 2005 
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the design and management 
of a city’s public realm 

p u b l i c m e l b o u r n e 
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extent of bluestone 
paving 
in 1985 



extent of bluestone 
paving 
in Jan 2014 



variety versus consistency 
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1980s 
2 Sidewalk Cafes 



2004 
389 Sidewalk Cafes 



2014 
534 Sidewalk Cafes 





good fit with people’s intentions 
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Total Lanes, Arcades and Alleys 
434 
 
 
Average per Block 
6 
 
 
Total Through-block Links 
179 
 
 
Total with a Cluster of Street Art 
17  
 

PEDESTRIAN LINKS + LOCAL PLACES 
 





LANEWAY COMMISSIONS 06 





Repurposing our Cities 
1 Density 
2 Mixed use 
3 High quality public realm 
4 Local Character 
5 Connectivity 
 
6 Public participation 
7 Integrated Action 
8 Adaptability  

=  
   Economic vitality, social cohesion and 
   Sustainability. 
 
 
Bib. Value of Urban Design – Ministry for the Environment New Zealand 

 







total no. of pedestrians per day – middle of  swanston street  

~Recording sites at Swanston St North & South, recorded significantly higher activity in 
2007, compared with 2006 (14 per cent and 83 percent respectively)  
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Growth in no. of cyclists commuting to work in municipality 
has increased. 

In 2015 bicycles now represent  close  to 16% of total 
vehicles on roads, footpaths and parks, in the central city 
up from 1% in 2002 and 4% in 2006. 



NORTH MELBOURNE 

CARLTON 

EAST MELBOURNE 
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EAST MELBOURNE 



East Melbourne Library 
Ground source heating and cooling pump schematics 
Summer Cooling Mode 
Temperature greater than 26  C o 
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CONTENT SLIDE HEADER 

 

1890 

LIBRARY AT THE DOCK 





DOCKLANDS DEVELOPER PRECINCTS 

AY – Parcels 5B, 6 & 6A 
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LIBRARY at THE DOCK 
Australia’s First Six Star Green Star Public Building  
In Australia’s Most Sustainable Precinct 
 

Key Features 

• CLT structure 30% lighter than traditional 
steel/concrete frame 

• Optimised  passive ventilation via low level air 
vents and thermal chimney (atrium over main 
stair) 

• 85 kW photovoltaic array (supplies 30% of the 
buildings operational power) 

• 6 star green star base build and fit-out 
• Low VOC and formaldehyde free materials 
• External cladding/decking sourced from redundant 

wharf structures 
• Water harvesting via 55,000 litre underground 

tank for toilet flushing 
• Hydronic in slab heating to ground floor (rooftop 

gas fired boiler) 
• VRV fan coils to first and second levels 
• Sets a new benchmark in public library design 
 





LIBRARY at THE DOCK 
CLT Cross Laminated Timber 

• CLT Structure (core, floor and roof slabs) 
• Substructure – existing wharf deck 
• Recycled timber façade (rainscreen) 
• 3,700 m2 CLT 
• 2,200 lineal metres of glulam columns and beams 
• Thousands of screws, nails and bolts 
• Highly mechanised production process 
• Simplicity – basic assembly concepts 

 SAFE 
• Better work environment with less dust, 

less vibration noise and obstructions 
• Fewer operatives on site and for a reduced 

period of time. 
 

SUSTAINABLE 
• Carbon neutral structural option – 1m3 of 

timber stores 0.25lt of carbon 
• Generates zero waste 
• Reduced fresh water consumption 
• Reduces deliveries to site (90% less)  



LIBRARY at THE DOCK 
Design Process and Technical Detailing 
It’s a Different Design/Construction Process 

• All design completed up front 
• 3D modelling in AutoCad/Revit 
• Data File to factory manufacturing process  
• Installation sequencing, Crane calculations all 

modelled prior to construction 
• Flat-Pak material delivery (21 shipping containers) 
 

Benefits 

• Proven Speed – approx. 30% saving in construction 
program (structure erected in 60 days by 6 
carpenters) 

• Waste minimised, reduces on-site decision making 
and errors 

• Clean and Safe  (utilises  power drills  
predominantly) 

• Robust, High Quality Result 
• Potential to be cost competitive 
• Contractors love it, no lost time to injuries over 12 

month construction period,  
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