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“Griffith University aims to make a major contribution to society through high quality, ground-breaking research. Griffith is making an explicit 
commitment to foster an Open Research culture within the University to help drive greater societal and economic impact from that research. Our 
research and scholarship will be accessible both within and beyond the academy so as to advance scientific knowledge and understanding, inform 
public debate, and provide access to the public who fund research through their taxes.

The University’s Griffith Research Online (GRO) repository and other advisory and support services facilitate this commitment to the practice of 
Open Research. This aligns Griffith with national and international initiatives that foster open publication, as required by funding bodies such as the 
Australian Research Council and the National Health and Medical Research Council, as well as international funding bodies.

According to the CWTS Leiden Ranking, Griffith ranked 12th in Australia for open access to its research in 2020 and ranked at 281 internationally 
for open access – Griffith aspires to be in the top 200 by 2025. Collectively, GRO has registered more than 20 million downloads as of 2020. While 
more than 54 per cent of GRO records provide open access to full text outputs, Griffith can still improve.

The University recognises contributions from researchers at all career stages, working collaboratively across a wide range of disciplines. Across 
this spectrum, different cultural settings influence both the capacity for, and the appropriateness of, full Open Research. The University supports the 
academic freedom of researchers to pursue new knowledge, and to choose the best means of dissemination; but within that free choice, the 
University encourages researchers to make the outputs of their research and, where appropriate, the accompanying data, “as open as possible, as 
closed as necessary”.”

Griffith University Open Research Statement

https://www.griffith.edu.au/library/research-publishing/open-research

https://www.leidenranking.com/ranking/2020/list
https://www.griffith.edu.au/library/research-publishing/open-research


Open research Reference Group (ORRG)

• 17 researchers, from all disciplines and career stages
• Representatives from eResearch, Office for Research (Ethics) and Library

Membership

• Identify perceived barriers to openness in the different disciplines, so that discipline-
specific data sharing procedures can be developed

• Inform the development of discipline-specific procedures for content that cannot be 
openly shared

• Inform the development of discipline-specific advice on open access publishing and 
preprints

• Inform the development of a communication strategy to promote open research 
practices at Griffith

Draft terms of reference



Open research Reference Group (ORRG)

• Barriers to sharing data openly
• Barriers to sharing sensitive data
• Open access publications and pre-prints

Topics

Small group discussions held and documented.

Feedback mapped into a common 
considerations document.



ORRG – barriers and considerations

Beginning 
of project

Ethics & Data 
Ownership 

Third party data access 
and sharing 

Participant recruitment
Informed consent

Specific data formats & 
privacy

During 
project

Secure data storage

Organising & 
documenting data

Managing sensitive 
data

Towards end 
of project
Open Access options

Licencing & copyright

Tracking usage 

Secure data sharing 
solutions



Data management partnerships with Health researchers

https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/handle/10072/393621

https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/handle/10072/385998

https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/handle/10072/393621
https://research-repository.griffith.edu.au/handle/10072/385998


Source: Krahe, M. A., Wolski, M., Mickan, S., Toohey, J., Scuffham, P., & Reilly, S. (2020). Developing a strategy to improve
data sharing in health research: A mixed-methods study to identify barriers and facilitators. Health Information Management 
Journal. https://doi.org/10.1177/1833358320917207

Researcher willingness (mean ± SEM) to share research data. aIncludes internal and external colleagues; n represents the denominator excluding “neutral”; 
*correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed); **correlation is significant at the 0.001 level (2-tailed). SEM: standard error mean.

Reality = 37.7% 
share data 
outside team.

When would you share data with….

https://doi-org.libraryproxy.griffith.edu.au/10.1177/1833358320917207


Facilitators and Barriers to sharing data

• Not understanding the data sharing process
• Not knowing how, where and who to share with
• Lack of time/resources to prepare data for sharing 
• Not knowing who is responsible for sharing data
• Protecting the confidentiality and ethical sharing
• Protecting IP from being stolen, or data being misinterpreted or misused

Barriers

• Trust in the person who is requesting data
• An institutional, funding or publication requirement
• Understanding the public or patient benefit
• Receiving credit and/or increasing the visibility of research 

Facilitators



Source: Krahe, M. A., Wolski, M., Mickan, S., Toohey, J., Scuffham, P., & Reilly, S. (2020). Developing a strategy to 
improve data sharing in health research: A mixed-methods study to identify barriers and facilitators. Health Information 
Management Journal. https://doi.org/10.1177/1833358320917207

Target behaviours to promote data sharing in 
health research

https://doi-org.libraryproxy.griffith.edu.au/10.1177/1833358320917207




Mapping the behaviours to the interventions
Conditions

Behaviours

Interventions



Website content – basic toolkit 



Researcher advocates

https://www.griffith.edu.au/library/research-publishing/open-research/engage

https://www.griffith.edu.au/library/research-publishing/open-research/engage


Library blogs featuring open research 

Boulton  Susan  (2020)  Social Engagement and Institutional Repositories: A Case Study  Insights 33 (1): 12  DOI: http://doi org/10 1629/uksg 504

https://blogs.griffith.edu.au/library/
http://doi.org/10.1629/uksg.504


Checklists – Reproducible Research 

https://www.griffith.edu.au/library/research-publishing/open-research/make-research-open

https://www.griffith.edu.au/library/research-publishing/open-research/make-research-open


Training – open source tools and materials

Github & Gitpages

https://griffithunilibrary.github.io/intro-data-wrangle/

https://griffithunilibrary.github.io/limesurvey/

https://griffithunilibrary.github.io/intro-data-wrangle/
https://griffithunilibrary.github.io/limesurvey/


THANK YOU

Questions?
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